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plied- in substance that he could not help it, that General Hancock was acquainted with his views, that this was an emergency in which he could not stand upon such a point.    General Hancock was also  instructed   verbally  by  General  Butterfield that General Slocum, who had been summoned to the assistance of Howard, would receive the command when he arrived on the field.    General Hancock started for Gettysburg about half past one, accompanied   by his  personal staff, and  two or three other officers on duty at his headquarters. He rode in an ambulance for the first two or three miles, for the purpose of examining the maps and the instructions concerning the proposed formation on Pipe Creek.    The rest of the journey was performed at a rapid gait on horseback.    The ground was closely scanned by General Hancock as he rode along, with a view of noting the defensive positions which would be available should a retreat be made along the road.   About half-way between Gettysburg and Taneytown an ambulance, accompanied by a single staff-officer, and bearing the body of a dead officer, was met.    Inquiring who it was, General Hancock was informed that the ambulance bore the remains of General Reynolds. Near Gettysburg the roads were blocked with the trains of the troops in front, so that an orderly retreat on the Taneytown road would have beenlumn ready to move.
